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Pacific Islands Centre 25th Anniversary Commemoration Book

“The First 25 years and towards the Future”




23

35

4

44

10

11

13

23

35

M

44

HiR

ave7h

PICFrR #®¥

Hi5E HEE
I/OXTTERFRLEXE NEF
BA - AE¥BIRERIFESER N
KEFHE T+ —T7LFBHBE st
SPTO &t

KEFSIHE BI=

PIC 2D\ T

A1BE1—

b N

BE [UBWEEALE]

Contents

Concept
Greetings from the Director of PIC

Congratulatory message from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan

Congratulatory message from the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federated
States of Micronesia

Congratulatory message from the Japan-Pacific
island countries Parliamentary Friendship League

Congratulatory message from PIFS
Congratulatory message from SPTO
About Pacific Island Countries
About PIC

Interview

Column

Comic “Square Sky and Round Sea”



' o Py . §

BAEAXTEFBIEEORIIEELT
~1IDEDHE, TDBVWEREANEDLESPIC ~

1996 FICA K — L7z PIC DESHIE. EPFEET25 FFEE2DAF L.
ZDRBINEREVRE LTAFET 25 FRDSEHERVIBED EEDIC
EOREREA. FHILW—FEZHAHLET,

INETOEEZL EICKTIRRE L ENTRY HBEDICTBHDHIC
PIC ZEBAREATXBIEEZHESRIIBE LT, ROWFHICHERE EBICHATEYET,

As a bridge between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries
PIC connects the hearts and their thoughts to the future

PIC celebrates its 25th Anniversary since its establishment in 1996.
As a commemorative milestone, we look back on the past 25 years in this book and
we will take a new step toward in the direction we should take.
To make the Pacific exchange more fruitful based on our experiences,
PIC continues to work with you for the next quarter of a century

as a bridge between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries.






¥ Greetings
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“Cherishing the origin of PIC, we will take a new step toward the next quarter
century together with you.”

ERHE AT HEB 4 — IR
HIERE=

Ryuzo Saito
Director, International Organisation Pacific Islands Centre
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Pacific Islands Centre (PIC), established on October 1, 1996, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.
Coincidentally, the 9th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting, which is held every three years, was held online for the first
time in 2021. To mark the quarter of a century, we have published the 25th Anniversary Commemoration Book of
PIC's foundation, which will be distributed to the leaders of the Pacific Islands Countries/Territories and other
concerned parties for their perusal.

Although 25 years is a long time to say, we have gone through many events since the establishment and | would
like to express my sincere gratitude to the Government of Japan, the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, and all those
involved with PIC for their support making it possible for us to reach this quarter century milestone.

In the editing process of looking back over the past 25 years, | was able to go back to the beginning and step into
the position of PIC through contact with those who were involved in the establishment of the Centre. | also reaffirmed
the importance of PIC in taking the lead to promote cooperative efforts among the parties concerned to achieve the
PIC's founding objective: "to promote trade, investment and tourism between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries
in order to support their sustainable economic development."

The economic ties between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries have been steadily growing stronger, with
tripled value of exports from the Pacific Island Countries to Japan during these 25 years. At the same time, the
Pacific Island Countries are at the forefront of today's global issues, such as rising sea levels due to global warming
and marine plastics, and Japanese companies with advanced technologies are expected to support solve these
problems.

Now that vaccination against COVID-19 which has spread all over the world has begun to go around, and the path
toward the end of the disease is starting to be seen, PIC is looking ahead and taking a new step toward the next 25
years. Whilst still valuing PIC's origins, | wish to challenge new initiatives to expand business between Japan and
the Pacific Island Countries/Territories in cooperation with the people concerned. | look forward to your continued
support.
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Takehiro Funakoshi
Director-General, Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
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On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, | would like to express my sincere congratulations on the 25th
anniversary of Pacific Islands Centre (PIC).

PIC is an international organization established in 1996 to promote economic exchanges between Japan and
Pacific Island countries. PIC has been playing a central role in promoting economic exchanges, investment and
tourism through seminars, events and joint business missions as well as the promotion of Pacific products.

Pacific Island countries have deep historical ties with Japan including people of Japanese descent and are
important partners in the international arena. Given such ties and to discuss various challenges that the region
faces, Japan has been hosting Pacific Islands Leaders Meetings (PALMs) in Japan every three years for a quarter
century since 1997. The bonds between Japan and Pacific Island countries (KIZUNA) have become stronger and
broader through the PALM process.

The Ninth Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM9) was held this year via video conference coinciding with the
25th anniversary of PIC. At PALM9, Japan announced the Pacific Bond (KIZUNA) Policy, which would further
strengthen the cooperation between Japan and Pacific Island countries through “All Japan” approach toward
realizing a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” and confirmed that Japan and Pacific Island countries would work together
on the priority areas for the next three years: (1) COVID-19 Response and Recovery, (2) Sustainable Oceans based
on the Rule of Law, (3) Climate Change and Disaster Resilience, (4) Strengthening Foundation for Sustainable and
Resilient Economic Development, and (5) People-to-People Exchanges and Human Resource Development.

As Japan strives to achieve a Free and Open Indo-Pacific, the relations with Pacific Island countries are becoming
increasingly important. In this context, PIC can play a further role. | hope that the 25th anniversary serves as a
steppingstone for PIC to make a leap toward further promotion of economic exchanges between Japan and Pacific
Island countries.



(l Sy
7 e gratuiat DG S A

U OXT T EHR R LEKXE
gay-729vv
John Fritz

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Federated States of Micronesia

AFEFFEE L2 — (PIC) DRI 25FFERBDELHIA N MEMABICH) . EHRVEALLEIFET. PICIZ 1996 FIC
BRUSN, ZORDFEMIESERFHZRITTOET., FTRPICKILICKEL. MEEBNERIShiH LIS ELT.
e EDRBNEMTE L THEONBBEARKVOAR Y T OERSICEDPEEHADEEHITODODHEBERLET.

ZOELHREBICENT. PICOERKZHEXICETI S LT, BABFRUAEFHES 74— L (PIF) OXVN—0F
BADOERBRIFTRERREWNZWZ LIS L TEH RO TEHRLLEFET. BREPIFIZPICZRITHIET. 5.
BRE. BIADOREZRBL TBHEOHRIRARARREZEERAL CEELEL. TOI LR, BR - AEFHEBEMNES
(PALM) O THRHMSNAEEEME B ICHFIATNBEIAEROD>TVETY ., £ ZOHFITADI NS PALM ORFFEA
B U TREFRBNIBEREBEL TELMRICH L TEHBERTHEIATY,

. WRICBIEARE 1|£7&57:_b LTWBHBOATIAINAILKD/NTI Yo (COVID-19) (1S LTH. PICIFHEICEH
Ea/m\bn%ﬁ/f—(@tﬂ‘t—g HREICHGLTH Y. PICOFEHDEICHME KR LFEITTVD I ERBIEBICE D TAEX
FRAHERYET ., PICOFEBHEREICHNTS. HICEBADEFREBEE (FICS) ENFEXERRDIBMICAZLERDHY)
£, ZOK.BIEE (FICS) EBAEENZDR ] Z#RF L. BICHELZEDELTO EEBITHLWEXZRHRFKE -
RERSE TV BHTPIC PEELREIZRELTOWK ZEZRIBIODSHFELTEVET,

BHT. CINETOEFDBHERRICHEZRL. DRUBROERLETFET.

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the foundation of Pacific Islands Centre (PIC), | extend my warmest
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the Director and the Staff of PIC. In commemorating this historic event, it
is likewise, important to pause and give recognition and pay respect to those who founded PIC, formerly called the
South Pacific Economic Exchange Support Centre and for those who have put efforts and dedication by carrying the
emblem of PIC for the 25 years of services.

On this historic event, it is also fitting to recognize and acknowledge the tremendous support and contribution from
the Government of Japan and the Members of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) in ensuring the mandate of the Centre
is carried forward as instituted 25 years ago. In establishing the organization, they have placed great importance in
sustainable economic development through the promotion of trade, investments and tourism between Japan and the
Forum Island Countries (FICs)--one of the important pillars of Japan-PIF cooperation through the Japan-Pacific
Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM) framework.

With the increasing dramatic changes in the world today, coupled with the deathly corona virus pandemic
(COVID-19), PIC has taken appropriate steps by adapting innovative approaches to meet these challenges. It is truly
encouraging to witness the positive developments taking place in the work of PIC over the years. Much progresses
have been made in the implementation of its activities particularly in the increasing number of business interactions
between the business communities in Japan and the FICs. It is for these reasons that we have high hopes that PIC
continues to play a pivotal role, not only in strengthening the existing business bonds, but also in developing and
promoting new ones, through further creating pathways for the local businesses in Japan with the businesses in the
FICs.

Congratulations again to PIC and the staff for the hard work and achievements for these past 25 years.
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Chairman, Japan-Pacific island countries
Parliamentary Friendship League
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| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Pacific Islands Centre on its 25th anniversary. The Pacific
Island Countries, situated in the same Pacific Ocean as Japan, have historically been favorable toward Japan. They
have always been Japan's supportive partners in international forums such as the United Nations, and they are
important regions for Japan in terms of fishing, minerals, and energy resources.

The Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM) is the only regular summit meeting for Pacific Island Countries that is
hosted by a single country and attended by all its members. PALM, which was first held in 1997, is now in its ninth
year. Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, the PALM 9 was held online, in which "5 priority areas of cooperation" for the
next 3 years was discussed. Thanks to the great efforts of the Pacific Islands Centre and the continued development
of PALM, the friendship and goodwill between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries has continued to be promoted
in a variety of fields. | express my sincere gratitude and respect for its achievements over the past 25 years.

Given their shared common values, the cooperation between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries is important.
The Japan-Pacific island countries Parliamentary Friendship League was established in June 2014. Its role was to
enhance the status of the Pacific Island Countries in Japanese politics, and to connect the Parliamentary Friendship
League with other countries to create a single community.

Since then, the Parliamentary Friendship League has served as an active exchange for the opinions of the
ambassadors of various countries in Tokyo, holding meetings and receptions for visiting dignitaries from the Pacific
Island Countries, and briefing Japanese Ambassadors when they temporarily return from the island countries. The
direct voices of the Pacific Island Countries have been reflected in PALM as policy proposals from the Parliamentary
Friendship League.

The environment in which Japan and the Pacific Island Countries find themselves is changing dramatically every
year. In order for the Pacific Island Countries to play an active role in the turbulent international society, they are
required to make detailed efforts based on Japan's achievements and experience in international contributions. For
example, based on the idea that the foundation of national prosperity is "human resource development," the
Parliamentary League supported the human resource development and exchange of more than 5,500 people during
the PALM 9. Many young people have received training in Japan through youth exchange and next-generation
leader development programs.

As a specific example of medical support such as supply of vaccines, we are promoting Japanese medical
containers to the Pacific Island Countries. At the same time, a medical training program will be held at a university
hospital to train medical personnel. This will enable young people who have returned to their home countries to
engage in, and contribute to the healthcare field. We are also working closely with the Pacific Islands Leaders
Meeting & Governors, which was established by 14 local governments and the Pacific Island Countries. By
combining the overall efforts of the Japanese government with the detailed efforts of local governments of the same
size as the Pacific Island Countries, it will be possible to provide more thorough support.

Rather than unilateral and forceful assistance by China, the Parliamentary League will promote detailed
assistance for the sustainable and resilient development that takes advantage of Japan's strengths and is truly
beneficial to the Pacific Island Countries, such as human resource development for young people who will be
responsible for the country in the future, technical assistance, and the development of a strong infrastructure in
areas that are frequently hit by the same natural disasters as Japan. From the perspective of security, it is also
important to promote wide-area cooperation with such countries as Australia, NZ and so on that share common
values. In the PLAM 9, the Parliamentary League has decided to promote cooperation in the fields of marine
resources and the environment, including maritime security and fisheries based on the rule of law, and respond to
the threat of China.

At the Rugby World Cup held in Japan in 2019, players from the Pacific Island Countries were very successful.
Exchanges with the host towns also became a hot topic, and the Cup was a major event that allowed us to feel
closer to the Pacific Island Countries through culture and sports. And the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games
was held in a safe and secure form with the participation of the Pacific Islands Countries. Every year we also interact
with children from the Pacific Island Countries and foreign students at various workshops and exchange programs in
Japan. | am impressed by their pure attitude with their eyes fixed forward. We must take this step further into the
future.

Japan will work together with you to promote assistance and policies that will be beneficial to the Pacific Island
Countries in the future. In order to create a safe and secure the Pacific Island Countries, we, the Parliamentary
League, pledge to make further efforts.
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Zarak Khan

Director, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat
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On behalf of the Secretary General, Mr. Henry Tuakeu Puna, | would like to convey our warmest congratulations to
the management and staff of Pacific Islands Centre on the auspicious occasion in celebration of its 25-year
anniversary. It is indeed a significant milestone and one that the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is honored to have
supported during this time. To mark such an important milestone, a commemorative publication in dedication of
Pacific Islands Centre is an important showpiece for both Pacific Islands Centre and the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat and our Members. It captures and documents the history and significance of the establishment of PIC
and its relationship with the Pacific, and the collaborative efforts and support over the years.

PIC was founded on aims to promote trade, investment and tourism between our Forum Island Countries and
Japan. In over those two decades PIC has worked tirelessly and supported the region in a number of initiatives to
enhance trade and business competitiveness — this has been in promoting the region to investors and stakeholders
in Japan, and supporting the region's efforts to penetrate the highly competitive Japanese market. A flagship initiative
of PIC is the compilation of trade statistics between the Pacific Island Countries and Japan. Gathering statistical
information is no easy feat and the Forum Secretariat commends PIC for spearheading this initiative which has
proved useful in our policy work on regional trade. Supporting Pacific businesses to help them access the Japanese
market and gather appropriate market intelligence is a fundamental role of PIC. In this it has worked with Pacific
SMEs in various ways, but largely been focused on: business to business connections with local vendors and
distributors; and enabling participation of Pacific businesses in various trade events hosted in Japan — for example
the annual FOODEX JAPAN exhibition. Businesses that have benefitted from such support have included those in
the cosmetics sector, cultural and creative industries and apparel, and food and beverages. Like any good book, this
also captures a series of images of PIC and Pacific journey, and those represent time stamps and a thousand words.

We look forward to future engagements with the Government of Japan and PIC as we endeavour to meet and
support the aspirations for our peoples — and do so in the same spirit that has helped our relationship flourish for the
past 20 plus years.

With best wishes from the Pacific.
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On behalf of the Pacific Tourism Organisation (SPTO), its 20 Pacific Island members and the many stakeholders
of Pacific Tourism, | would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations to Pacific Islands Centre in Japan on the
occasion of their 25th anniversary.

Pacific Tourism has long been an important economic driver in our region and although we have suffered
significant setbacks due to COVID-19 we remain positive that our vibrant and resilient industry will build back
stronger, smarter and more sustainably post pandemic. In order to do so, SPTO is committed to strengthening
partnerships with key donors and partners such as PIC, who have so much to offer in terms of collaborative
opportunities, information sharing and networking.

From your SPTO family here in the Pacific we wish you well for the years ahead and look forward to further
cooperation between our organisations.
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The Pacific Island Countries
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Micronesla
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Palau ,
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460km? #9340
17,907 A YIE3y
INTAEE. R K RIL

460km?
About 340
17,907 Melekeok
Palauan, English
US dollar

/ORI TER Giiconesa

700km?2 # 607
112,640 A
INUF—=IL GRUARA M)
TEE. 8 DDIRHEE KRNIV
700km?
About 607
112,640 Palikir (Pohnpei)

English and 8 local languages
US dollar
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180km? # 29
58413 A vvan
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180km?
About 29
58,413 Majuro
Marshallese, English
US dollar

20km?2 1
12,704 A L
FJIVEE. KEE =RNIL
20km? 1
12,704 Yaren

Nauruan, English
Australian dollar

RN
=
810km? #9 33
115,847 A 2o
FUNREE. 3B = RNIL
810km?
About 33
115,847 Tarawa

Kiribati, English
Australian dollar

HEH OSPTO F—4&His : [ERME XEFEE 24— BE| /X7y b (2020)
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miE : 452,860km? B : £ 600
AO:8606316 A &H#:R—bELAE—
FLERE KB EDVURE. EVES

B FF. MY

Land area : 452,860km?

The number of islands : About 600

Population : 8,606,316  Capital : Port Moresby
Major Language(s) : English, Pidgin language,
Motu languages etc.

Currency : Kina, Toea

‘j O =E‘/§§E Solomon Islands

Mm#E:27,990km? ¥ :# 6 BN N&H 900 LI L)
AO: 652,858 A
[= - Ny

BEE: %n’é\ EDVEE BE:VOEVRIL

Land area : 27,990km?

The number of islands : About 6

(and more than 900 small islands)

Population : 652,858 Capital : Honiara
Major Language(s) : English, Pidgin language
Currency : Solomon Islands dollar




INRX T HEHI[E Republic of Vanuatu

s - 12,190km? S#: 83
A0 :292680 A &H#:KR—HPEZ
FLEE: EATVE. ®E. LG BR N\

Land area : 12,190km?

The number of islands : 83

Population : 292,680 Capital : Port Vila
Major Language(s) : Bislama, English, French
Currency : Vatu

7 1 S —HF[E Republic of Fii

¥ : 18,270km2 B# : # 330

A :883483 A ®H#B: AN

FLEE KB, J4V—B. BT —5E
BE: 74—

Land area : 18,270km?

The number of islands : About 330
Population : 883,483 Capital : Suva
Major Language(s) : English, Fijian, Hindi
Currency : Fijian dollar

XER:OSPTO F—A&Hist  [ERME XE¥#EE LY 2— Bl /A>Ty b (2020)
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m#E : 30km? E#:9
AO:11508 A BE#: 7F-7F
FLEE EE. Y/NLE

BE: =N

Land area : 30km?

The number of islands : 9

Population : 11,508 Capital : Funafuti
Major Language(s) : English, Tuvaluan
Currency : Australian dollar

i : 2,.830km2 B : 10
ALl 196,130 A &2 : 7E7
TLEE: YEFE B
BECHET - &5

Land area : 2,830km?

The number of islands : 10

Population : 196,130 Capital : Apia
Major Language(s) : Samoan, English
Currency : Samoan Tala




47 275EB cook Islands

ELERE !

BE: -1

Land area

ELEHE

Land area

*BFH : OSPTO

Land area :
The number of islands :1
Population : 1,734 Capital : Alofi
Major Language(s) : Niuean, English
Currency : New Zealand dollar

78 : 240km? E¥:15
AO:18,101 A &#: 7/NIL7
Iy IHEETT)EE. HEE
—Y—5Y KNI

: 240km?

The number of islands :15

Population : 18,101  Capital : Avarua

Major Language(s) : Cook Islands Maori, English
i Currency :

New Zealand dollar

s 1 720km? E¥ 169
AO:103197 A E#:Xos7O77

b HEE. REE

BN TS

. : 720km?

| The number of islands :169

. Population : 103,197  Capital : Nuku’alofa
Major Language(s) : Tongan, English
Currency :

Pa’anga

W 259km? B ¢ 1
AD:1734 X & : 7074
O EEREEUR N
R

259km?

T—ast  [EREE AE¥EE 24— #iZE] N> 7Ly b (2020)
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Pacific Islands Centre




PIC 25FERDEHEH || —5—5. zoszizesicrsn,

. Step by step, our steps are steadily moving into the future.
25-year history of PIC

'_>Z< PALM = Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting K #w5mE AT - BYIy b meEATHE - BYI v
PALM 5 Bt PALM 6 BifE
PALMD ¥ K ($P32-33|ZF2 &
L The detailed chronology of PALM is on page 32—33._I

PR KSR TR KEFHEBR & 71X 2012
The office moved to Shinkonkan at Meiji Univ. Pacific Islands Exhibition & Festa 2012

1 998 %5 1 [| Pacific Islanders Club(PIC)

.................................. RS EE (LR THIRRE)

FAATHAERE - BATHRERELI S B The First Pacific Islanders Club Meeting

South Pacific General Exhibition and (regularly held thereafter)

Investment Promotion Seminar
KEFZEBRE 2009 &
EN-NR2T4v0 - TAS05-X
Pacific Islands Exhibition 2009 &
Viva Pacifc Islanders!

............................ #Ea3E AFE - BYI v b
ERREE AT E#B £ 5 — (PIO) R PALM 3 Bilfeé
(EX® mAFFEERAZEEL S5 —)
International Organisation

Pacific Islands Centre (PIC) established
(Official name: South Pacific Economic
Exchange Support Centre)

AEFEBR

Pacific Islands Exhibition

BARMKEF-BYIv b
PALM 4 B

FIRKEF -BEYIv b
PALM 1 BAfE

KE BE 2006
Pacific Islands Exhibition 2006

AYY—-TF oy oEEER
(BBRKRFICT)
Lecture by Hon. Henry Puna,
Prime Minister of.Cook Islands

2@ AFH - BYIv b
PALM 2 Bafg

YEBICH T 1 RBER

Office relocation to Yotsuya



BERAAEEI v 3 v (VET)
{ Public-Private Joint Business Mission
(Samoa)

PIC %31 20 BERm&L T ay
PIC 20th Anniversary Reception

—F =7 EREFAMERAIRE
R E)
Japanese Business Leader
Delegate's Mission to PNG

h o HRERRI v
Japan-Tonga Trade and
Investment Symposium

file - KEFHBRERL T3>

(KXF# - BY Iy bPEBEBRED—IRE L THE)
Sendai-Pacific countries

Economic Exchange Lunch Reception

was held as part of PALM Ministrial Interim Meeting

BTERKXFF-BEYIv b
PALM 7 Bifg

NT 490 - T7xRF 2015
Pacific Festa 2015

BE - KFFBERETI+ -5 A

PALM Trade and Investment Promotion Forum

ERARBEI v ay (749-)
Public-Private Joint Business Mission (Fiji)

LE

+

o5

o
i

-
I

. R
BEYT WETL TR BA

E8EAFH - EYIv b
PALM 8 Bafg

BEIE KF¥ -5
PALM 9 B

B - KEXBIE BFE7+—F A
(PLAM8H A KA X )

Japan and the Pacific Islands
Economic Forum (PALM8 Side event)

PIC 25th Anniversary

#3E H - KFEEBHE BET7+—F A
(PALMOY A RARY R)(F >S54 V)
The 3rd Japan and the Pacific Islands

Economic Forum
(PALMQ9 Side event) (online)

ERAREEI v 3> (IN5F)

Public-Private Joint Business Mission (Palau)

#1200 F- AU RS SE
HRETAT
Covid-19 Pandemic

BERERABEI v 3> (- vILES)
Public-Private Joint Business Mission (RMI)

BREARAEHEI v a>» (745-)
Public-Private Joint Business Mission (Fiji)

EH : OEH#E KF:¥#B >4 — Photos : OPacific Islands Centre
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+vABOUT PIC ..

PICOD&&3L
—

KFF#EEL 22— (Pacific Islands Centre, PIC) (EEX4&
M EATERERAXEL Y 2—) & BEAEBRRRUA
FEIHDERREE TH IR FE T+ —F L (R - XKF*
HET+— T L PIF) BEED (EAFEHRERAZEL
VE—DRIUICET BHE] IBRL. 1996 F10 81 BIC
5817 L EIRHERE T,

PICOHR
=

OXFFBHELBALOBDEZZRET 5T &
OHADL SATHFBIRENDREZRET 5 &

QAN SATFFERENOE TR ZEINEE D&

B8IC e % PICORENG. BAREKRFFEE T+ —2
L (PIF) MIEEE®S B, FIC 14 BEE*" (Forum Island
Countries, FICs) DD M85 M&E] MY HHFOMEE
R LT FSHEORENREBEZXET DI LICHVET,

Fle. TNS3DDRFICH T HBHEE S SITHED
Bfcd. BE - BIEEWNAICET DRDIBEICDEHBE
EET5->THBVET,

#114 BISE (Forum Island Countries, FICs) & ld. 7 v 7B,
TOoORYTER. T4TY— FUNR I—T v IVEE.
FOIe ZOI0 INTH NTTZa—FZT7 HEFL Y
OEVEES. FVA YINIL. NXTYTY,

Establishment
N

The Pacific Islands Centre (PIC, officially known as the
South Pacific Economic Exchange Support Centre) is an
international organization established on October 1, 1996
by the Government of Japan and the South Pacific Forum
(now the Pacific Islands Forum) Secretariat, an international
organization in the Pacific region, that signed the "Agreement
Establishing The South Pacific Economic Exchange Support
Centre".

Objectives
N
@ To promote trade between the FICs*! and Japan

@ To promote the inflow of investment from Japan to the FICs

@ To vitalise tourist traffic from Japan to the FICs

The PIC's role in this objective is to support the economic
development of the FICs through the promotion of "Trade,"
"Investment" and "Tourism" sectors between Japan and
mainly 14 Forum Island Countries (FICs*1).

In addition, in order to further promote the economy in
these three sectors, PIC also engaged in projects that lead
to the promotion of exchange between Japan and the island
countries.

*1 Forum Island Countries (FICs) are Cook Islands,

The Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
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T I Tl PICHZDREIE LTEITS TES - RENH
P TBRADEF (CBIFHEY HI TOMYBIRCENTE
BEGD [TREE] ICOVWT. PICOELESZ HBML
9,

This section introduces the PIC's main activities in the
"Trade and Investment" and "Tourism" sectors, as well as
the "Exchange Program" that are important to these main
activities.
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BEOFHICHITZEYEHE LTPIC TR KFEBIRE
O BB IRESZEEENE L. BREEELEEE LV GEH
SBIREERDBTREARP LI F—2@E LT, BEEDSE
HEZBUESPCEOBNEZTE>TVET,

e, RESHFICBWLTE. BHEOREREDPEEDR
FREEEHE L. EYXABREICHTFIEREMRET
EOTWVWET,
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HiRE LT, BIEE - BARMEROBENT —252% &
BIFEINY R Ty U 2 BERTLTVET,
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#l : FOODEX. ¥—7—F¥a—, ERMtIEREGEE

4

=
# FOODEX2021

In the sector of trade, PIC introduces products and
businesses from the Pacific Island Countries that are
interested in the Japanese market through seminars and
exhibitions in cooperation with related organizations.

In the sector of investment, PIC conducts research on the
investment environment and the overview of economies of
each country for business in Japan.

Information provision
N

As one of our publications to provide information related to
the Pacific Island Countries, we annually issue a statistical
handbook comprehending the collection of the numerical
data of trade between the Pacific Island Countries and
Japan.

Additionally, our website introduces businesses and
products from the island countries which are particularly
interested in the Japanese market, while posting the
information on the outlook of promising investment
opportunities, contact points, and products related to the
islands which are available in Japan. We also upload the
article on interviews with Japanese companies which
recently started business with the island countries, offering
opportunities for more Japanese to recognize the Pacific
Island Countries as one of their potential business partners.

Participation in Exhibitions

N

By participating in various exhibitions held in Japan, we
promote the Pacific Island Countries and their products to
Japanese businesses and provide opportunities for business
negotiations.

e.g. FOODEX, Seafood Show, International Cosmetics
Exhibition, etc.

#2017 A2 —F<3F)VFT b 3—  International Gift Show 2017
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apm 1-111 P
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Seminar 2020

#20195E 7« YV — %< v 3> Fiji Business Mission 2019

£ S F—DEHE
N
BISEE DL YR RITHROB AN LEENRIC, 7

RTEDEIF %M. BEEDRRPEAEDREDY.
RELEITOVT, BHREREZTE>TVET,

# 20054 4@+ X+ — Okinawa Seminar 2005

%@F%ﬁﬁ&ﬁtwﬁ%

BIEEHFDOES - R E(BEARREER© SIEhiEE
DEE - HIHREEE S LT BIEEERON B#HT
BETEOTVET,

Public-Private Joint Business Missions
N

To encourage private companies to expand their business
in the island countries, missions are dispatched to island
countries in cooperation with the public and private sectors.
It encourages participants to expand business network by
interacting with stakeholders, including local governments
and businesses.

#2014 b H#&EFZ v 3>~ Tonga Business Mission 2014

Seminars
_\/_

Seminars on various themes are held for individuals and
companies interested in doing business with the island
countries. These seminars provide information on the current
situation of the island countries, their relations with Japan,
and their current issues.

#2019 B NS A ARG 25BAFERLR
25th Anniversary of Palau-Japan Diplomatic Relationship 2019

Cooperation with related

organizations in the island countries
N

In cooperation with trade and investment promotion
agencies of the island governments, cross-island regional
industry, and export promotion organizations, we support the
export of the island products to Japan.
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PIC implements promotion and other activities to promote
tourism to the island countries, aiming at the sustainable
economic development of the island countries.

PR Activities
—_

Through its website and SNS, PIC conveys the "Now of
the Island Countries", strives to expand awareness of the
island countries, and disseminate information related to the
island countries.

Publication of Guidebooks
N

PIC publishes travel guidebooks featuring 14 countries.
These include not only tourist information, but also a brief
history and culture of the countries to meet the needs of
business travelers and those who want to know more about
the island countries.

Tourism events and Seminars

N

PIC participates in tourism events and exhibitions held in
Japan to introduce the island countries.

We also hold seminars on tourism featuring each country
together with related organizations. The seminars are
designed for tourism professionals and the general public
respectively, introducing what the island countries like to offer.

-

# JATALH FR1R171$ 2009 JATA World Travel Fair 2009

Cooperation with related

organizations in the island countries
N

In cooperation with the governments of the island
countries, national tourism organization in Japan, and Pacific
Tourism Organization (PTO), we are working to promote the
island countries to potential Japanese tourists.
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Pacific Islanders Club &
N
Pacific Islanders Club & 1&. BAEXFEBEEE DR
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MIH & L MPacific Islanders Club SBE4& |1 % 4 |2 EIRAMEE L.
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BRERNTVERVWEEZITHYET,

In order to promote trade, investment and tourism, mutual
understanding between Japan and the island countries is
also an important factor. PIC conducts people-to-people
exchange programs in various sectors to deepen mutual
understanding.

Pacific Islanders Club Meeting
A

The Pacific Islanders Club was formed for the purpose
of strengthening cooperative relations between Japan and
the Pacific Island Countries by providing information to each
other among members, regardless of their organizations or
titles, who are engaged in promoting friendship, goodwill,
economic cooperation, investment, trade and tourism
between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries. Pacific
Islands Centre serves as the secretariat of the Pacific
Islanders Club.

The main activity of the club is to hold the "Pacific
Islanders Club Meeting" several times a year as a place to
build a network of people involved in the field of economic
cooperation, friendship and goodwill between Japan and
the Pacific Island Countries. At these meetings, experts
(university professors, diplomats, business people, etc.) who
have been involved in the Pacific Island Countries for many
years are invited as speakers to give lectures on various
themes related to the Pacific Island Countries (tourism
promotion, environmental issues, trade and investment
policies, political situation of each country, etc.).

i
# #5260 PICERE4S (20194F)  The 26th PIC Meeting (2019)

Projects with academic institutions
N

In terms of projects and exchanges related to the island
countries in general, PIC has been carrying out various
projects with the accurate guidance from our advisor, Japan
Pacific Islands Association (JAPIA).

JAPIA is an organization with expertise in the projects of
the Pacific Island Countries through cultural and academic
exchanges and regional studies with the aim of building
friendships between the Pacific Island Countries and Japan.
We will continue to build further cooperative relationships
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BEOHRT, L —RDOABIFICBIBEDRMIEAZ BiEL
PICEIEEZRIIR > CEE L, 51T #MIFBREKE
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ZoM. 42— EDRIFAN. BHSIEEKREEL
BIAEPRRIEEI & D@, JICAC JETRO. UNIDO. UNWTO,
SPFx ERBMAHEEIE DS RL—Y 3 VEBE EMNHFCRL
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to strengthen cooperation between the island countries and
Japan.

In terms of cooperation with universities, we have been
taking part in giving lectures for the general public in the
extension program organized by Meiji University, aiming to
expand awareness of the island countries. In addition, in
cooperation with the local governments, research institutes
and consulting companies, we have been giving lectures
related to the island countries.

In addition, we accept interns, and work with embassies
of the island countries in Japan, JICA, JETRO, UNIDO,
UNWTO, SPF and other related organizations. In terms of
the academic sector, through the exchange with JAPIA, we
are developing a wide range of activities to connect Japan
and the island countries.
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T YA MIMA, H&LEY—IVEBVBIEEREE
MOBEERELTVET,

V=¥ VAT 47Tl BREERIOL L. SEICHE
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DR BFRREERICEFHICIMVBATOVEVWEEX
TVWEY,

Public Relations

In addition to our website, we utilize various tools to deliver
information related to the Pacific Island Countries.

With the support from related organizations, we share
timely information and bits of knowledge through SNS.
Moreover, our newsletter 'Pacific Breeze (Japanese)' and
'e-News from Japan (English)' informs our clients of the
latest news as well as our up-coming activities. In 2021,
PIC accomplished its first participation in the largest festival
of international cooperation in Japan 'Global Festa', and
introduced its activities and the Pacific Island Countries at
the booth.

Taking New Initiatives

The year 2020 opened with a global epidemic of a new
coronavirus. The island countries have managed to prevent
the infection by sealing their borders. However, the social
and economic impact has been huge, and we are still facing
many difficulties in 2021.

In addition, as countries around the world are forced
to take various measures to cope with environmental
changes caused by global warming, the island countries
have to face many pressing issues as the island countries
in the Pacific Ocean. One of the roles of PIC is to provide
accurate information to Japanese companies and related
organizations that practice SDGs-conscious activities and
philosophies, in order to understand the needs of local
communities better in response to changing social conditions
and the global environment. For this reason, we would like
to work on a new sector survey project to understand the
current situation of the island countries and grasp their
needs.
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History of the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM)

Since 1997, the Government of Japan has been holding the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM) every three
years as an opportunity for leaders to exchange straightforward opinions on various issues facing the Pacific Island
Countries. Through PALM, close cooperative relations have been established, and the bonds between Japan and the
Pacific Island Countries have become stronger with each successive PALM.

January 1987

The Kuranari Doctrine (Five Principles) was announced
(1) Respect for independence and autonomy (2) Support for regional cooperation (3) Assurance of political stability (4) Expansion
of economic cooperation (5) Promotion of human exchange

1989

The 1st South Pacific Forum (SPF/now PIF) Foreign Dialogues
Since then, ministerial-level officials (deputy ministers, etc.) have participated annually to promote policy dialogue

October 1997

"The 1st Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM1)" in Tokyo

"The 2nd Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM2)" in Miyazaki

April 2000 Advocacy of "Pacific Frontier Diplomacy" and announcement of the "Miyazaki Initiative"
Moy 2003 "The 3rd Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM3)" in Okinawa
ay Regional development strategy "Okinawa Initiative" and Japan-PIF joint action plan in five priority areas formulated
"The 4th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM4)" in Okinawa
May 2006 Japan announces its support for the Pacific Plan, which calls for the creation of an "Okinawa Partnership for a Stronger and More
Prosperous Pacific Region" and self-help efforts by the PIF
"The 5th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALMS5)" in Hokkaido
May 2009 (1) Issues of environment and climate change (2) Overcoming vulnerabilities from the perspective of human security (3) Changes
in human exchange were discussed and the "Hokkaido Islanders Declaration" was adopted
Mav 2012 "The 6th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM6)" in Okinawa
il Adoption of the Okinawa “Kizuna" Declaration and announced to provide up to 500 million US dollars of assistance over three years
"The 7th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM7)" in Fukushima
Adopted the -Fukushima Iwaki Declaration- "Building Prosperous Future Together"
May 2015 Announced that Japan will implement assistance of more than 55 billion yen in three years and will provide assistance for human
resource development and people-to-people exchanges to 4000 people
"The 8th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALMS8)" in Fukushima
May 2018 (1) a maritime order based on the rule of law, and sustainable oceans (2) resilient and sustainable development (3) connecting
Pacific citizens (4) cooperation in the international arena were discussed and "The PALM Leaders' Declaration" was adopted
"The 9th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM9)" held via video conference method
July 2021 (1) COVID-19 Response and Recovery (2) Sustainable Oceans based on the Rule of Law (3) Climate Change and Disaster
uly

Resilience (4) Strengthening Foundation for Sustainable and Resilient Economic Development (5) People-to-People Exchanges
and Human Resource Development were discussed and announced the Pacific Bond (KIZUNA) Policy
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@ Please tell us about the circumstances of the PIC's establishment (1996)
and its historical background.

The background of the PIC establishment can be easily understood by looking at the chronological order of
the relationship between Japanese diplomacy and the island countries. Japan's diplomacy with the island
countries started in earnest in 1985 when Prime Minister Nakasone visited Oceania. | believe that
Mr.Nakasone was the first Japan's prime minister who had a concrete vision of diplomacy with the island
countries. In 1979, Prime Minister Ohira announced the Pacific Rim Initiative, a policy to "deepen ties with the
Pacific."

Prime Minister Suzuki, who took over after the sudden death of Prime Minister Ohira, gave a lecture at the
Hawaii East-West Center, where he stopped by on his way back from a visit to the United States, in which he
stated his five principles of diplomacy toward the Pacific region. We called this the "Suzuki Doctrine." Prior to
this, there was no clear diplomatic policy that Japan had announced for the Pacific region. However, it did not
attract attention in the island regions because it did not contain any content that would make island nations
appear to be political actors, and it lacked specific vision.

After that, Prime Minister Nakasone visited Fiji and PNG. The following year, in 1986, Foreign Minister
Kuranari announced in Fiji the five principles of Japan's diplomacy for the island countries. This speech, which
specifically looked at the island countries, gained a great reputation and later became the cornerstone of
Japan's Pacific diplomacy to this day, as the "Kuranari Doctrine."

After Nakasone, however, no other leaders appeared to actively promote the Pacific diplomacy, and Japan
continued to simply contribute ODA to developing countries. This may be due to the recognition that there
were no pending issues in the Pacific that need special attention. In the meantime, independent island
countries emerged one after another in the Pacific, and expectations for economic cooperation from Japan
increased.

In 1988, the Sasakawa Peace Foundation invited the leaders of ten Pacific Island Countries to Japan for the
conference summit of the island countries, which was chaired by former Foreign Minister Kuranari. So to
speak, it was the "private sector version of an island summit". In 1990, U.S. President George W. Bush
gathered the leaders of the island countries in Hawaii. Australia and NZ have annual summit meetings with
the South Pacific Forum. The United Kingdom and France also have summit exchanges at the South Pacific
Commission. Japan was the only developed country involved in the region that did not have a summit
exchange. Nevertheless, the expectations that the island countries had for Japan were growing, and there
were specific requests for Japan to set up a support organization to develop "trade, investment, and tourism."
Then, at the annual meeting of the South Pacific Forum, a resolution was adopted in support of Japan's entry
into the United Nations Security Council. Mr.Kazuo Kodama, who was the director of the Oceania Division at
that time, recalled later, "l felt their passion for Japan and wanted to meet their expectations somehow." This
led to the establishment of the PIC in 1996 and the start of the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting in 1997.
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@ The Japan Pacific Islands Association will celebrate its 50th anniversary
in 2024. What has been the relationship between JAPIA and PIC?

JAPIA was established in 1974 as an organization with operations in the trusteeship of Micronesia, but with
the end of trusteeship, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan changed its regional jurisdiction from North
America Division | to the Oceania Division of the European and Oceanian Affairs Bureau. As a result,
organizational activities expanded to include Polynesia and Melanesia. Therefore, the name of the
organization was changed from "Japan Micronesia Association" at the time of its inauguration, to "Pacific
Islands Research Institute" and then to "Japan Pacific Islands Association".

As the only regional organization approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, cooperation and exchange
relationships with the newly established PIC inevitably started. At the time of the PIC's inauguration, it started
with a four-person team: a director on secondee from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a deputy director who
was a JETRO alumnus, a transferee from JAPIA, and a secondee from JETRO. It was in 2009 that the
position of director was changed to an open position from the private sector, as it is now.

From that time on, the experience accumulated by PIC and the knowledge of the secretariat staff began to
blossom, and their activities gradually became more active. PIC has become a private director system, and
mutual cooperation with JAPIA has deepened further. Since the two organizations have overlapping
objectives in many aspects, cooperation and exchange will create a great synergy between them. This is a
very good thing.

The significance and activities at the time of establishment change
with time. In this context, how should PIC develop its activities in the
future?

How should PIC be reformed and developed? This is not so much a question for the successive directors
and staff of PIC, but rather a matter to be decided by how the government and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
which is in charge of PIC, position PIC in their diplomacy.

As the diplomatic ties between Japan and the island countries develop, | would like to see PIC upgraded to
a full-fledged international organization based on a treaty, or strengthened as an organization specializing in
Japan's diplomacy with island countries.

Nevertheless, even if we limit ourselves to the activities under the current organizational structure, it is
important to expand the trade promotion business, which is one of the main objectives. In reality, some of the
island's products and goods are difficult to promote in the Japanese market in terms of quality. Additionally,
there are many legal issues on the island side that need to be resolved, such as the investment environment
from Japan and the various systems for export. It will be important to expand PIC's activities to strengthen
communication and cooperation in these legal fields, which we have not touched on a lot of much so far. | also
think that PIC is expected to be actively involved in human resource exchange as well.

@ What do you think will be important for the next 25 years for Japan
and the Pacific Ocean?

During the Cold War era in the 1980s, Japan felt threatened by the Soviet Union's expansion into the
Pacific Ocean, and from the late 1980s to the 1990s, Japan deepened its relationship with the island countries
by establishing PIC and holding island summits. In the 2000s, China's expansion into the Pacific became
more and more active, and now we often see people discussing the need for Japan to strengthen its ties with
the island regions its ties with the island regions not to be outdone by China.

However, Japan has not developed its island diplomacy in order to counter China's expansion into the
Pacific Ocean. Regardless of the expansion activities of third countries and regions, | think it is important for
Japan to walk with the island countries as a neighbor of the sea that shares the Pacific Ocean. | believe that
the next 25 years will naturally open up for us by sincerely addressing the various issues at hand, without
losing sight of the basic point of developing a sustainable relationship between Japan and the island
countries.
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The Pacific Islands are the Last
Frontier for Japanese Youth RBEAE

RIGEX

Dr. Takehiro Kurosaki
Tokai University

| can still vividly remember the first day | landed in the Marshall Islands, about 20 years ago. The smell of the
perfume with a unique tropical allure, and the moist air covering my skin, which appealed to my senses, stirred up
images of a foreign land that was totally different from Japan. But somehow, even though | visited the same places
and was exposed to the same stimuli, | gradually come to feel something completely different. It is a joy to be away
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life, but at the same time, it is a feeling of returning to a nostalgic home where
close friends are waiting for me. Many repeat visitors from Japan to the Pacific Islands experience this change in
feeling, and it is this "home away from home" feeling that is one of the most attractive aspects of being the island
countries.

Whenever | have returned to Japan and faced various challenges, an important measure of my values has been
the relationship between Japan and the Pacific Island Countries. Japan is one of the world's largest economies, and
the Pacific Islands have always been on the periphery of the international market, so it is not surprising that there
are many differences. There were times when | regretted that | had regarded Japanese business values as absolute
and had totally ignored the lifestyle and customs of the islanders. On the other hand, there were times when | was
so concerned with the islanders' sense of values that | was unable to help them understand the strict standard of the
market in Japan and other developed countries. However, over the years | have learnt from my island friends that if
we treat each other with trust, we can overcome these differences. Of course, there are many Pacific businessmen
give up when we tell them how strict the quality control is in the Japanese market. On the other hand, there were
certainly challengers who were motivated to take on the challenges of a difficult market and succeeded in
developing their own ingenuity. Pacific Islands Centre (PIC), now celebrating its 25th anniversary, has been an
honest supporter of these challengers.

It is not only through the efforts of PIC that we have been able to promote stronger relations between the two
regions. Since the end of World War |l, Japan has actively supported young challengers from the island countries
through public-private partnerships. Since there is a historical connection that goes back to before the war,
Japanese political, business and government leaders welcomed the leaders of the newly founded island countries to
Japan and pledged their support for nation building through ODA and other means. We accepted many young
people from the island countries as foreign students and trainees, and passed on our expertise in various fields.
These young people have since grown to become leaders in their respective countries, and are now working as
bridges between Japan and their home countries.

The 21st century. In an increasingly globalized world, Japan and the Pacific Islands are no longer accentuating
their differences, but rather sharing the same challenges and working together to become equal partners in the
future. The number of issues that need to be addressed across the region is increasing, from climate change to
microplastics and other forms of marine pollution, to natural disasters on an increasingly large scale. Cooperation
between Japan and the Pacific Islands is essential.

It seems that people who focus on quantitative data, such as population, and are obsessed with existing values
cannot fully appreciate the attractiveness of this region, as they cannot see the potential for business. What is
encouraging, however, is that many of the Japanese currently working in the two regions are young, in their 40s or
younger. One businessman has worked with local companies to develop local products and connected them to a
market that attracts people who prefer organic products. One young leader has been working with government
tourism bureaus to raise the profile of the island nations by skillfully using social networking sites and successfully
communicating the attractions of each country in many mass media. As these examples show, the Pacific Islands
are the last frontier where young people can exercise their new ideas and challenging spirit.

| was a young man in my twenties when | first arrived in the Marshall Islands, and | have started interacting with
the local community with a guidebook edited by PIC in hand. Now, as a university teacher, | work with PIC to
promote the Pacific Islands by organizing business seminars and symposia, publishing statistical handbooks and
business-related books, and training the next generation of young leaders in both regions. As a long-time observer
of PIC, | can say that the past 25 years have been a quarter of a century of recognition of the importance of the
Pacific Islands in Japan, and a quarter of a century of steady growth of PIC as a centre of business exchange. |
sincerely hope that this invaluable institution for both regions will continue to develop as a central platform for
promoting exchanges between the two regions.
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Long time no see!
How have you been? |
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It seems my father’s old friend
lived on the island.
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It was my first time overseas.
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Nice to meet you!
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I'm Atoru.
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These are my children,

my eldest son Atoru, and
my youngest, Rin.

ZHH60
FINL 2 AR
7 rVERUE

8 A7io1Aa?
- Your Chizuru is
: the same age as
Atoru, right?
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Hey there!
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I'm Chizuru.
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I'm Lapi!
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_Welcome to the island!
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I'm Tagima.
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Let me introduce you! These are
? my friends Tagima and Lapi.
Eihictarid

NINFIETE, SO
BAUZOBIEE>TEAN
We’' re all from different places,

but this time of the year we all;
get together on this island.
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il Ask us anything

~ about the
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i Alright, let’s go : ¥ Everyonejumpon /=
outtotheocean! — = = /A : - theboat!
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Wow, what a / | can see fish on
beautiful sea.. & RIBOEALVLBAS! the ocean floor!

This whole lagoon is
like our own little garden!
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They live in
the reef.
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Ahh~ We' ve had
so much fun.

EHZEDREHP—
Is it about time
to go home.
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Chizuru,
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lastly let’s take you to
_our secret place.
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IIHRAIE

Sea turtles...

COERDIIHERD
RICHET 2 AT
The eggs on this beach

hatch on the night of
a full moon.

BLroABDBL LV
PoFEBILIRDLT
BITESZZLDTED
Since there aren’ t many
predators like birds, the
hatchlings can return to
the sea in peace.

BRHOTIAF v 733
FROoOTENTLE I W
L2 RU0H»PoT, AT
RIARE-TI&

My late father told meiit’s
because they accidentally
eat plastic waste in the sea.

THYITADBEFEL
BHFoTWwBAL
But the number of sea
turtles is decreasing
each year.

ZDR. FhfBld
BROE%R

EOES

That night we talked
about our dreams
for the future.



EIXKREICL B!

| will be the president!

ZLTHLIADIIIC

2L, BBDOANLZ EREED
IADBDPTFLEDIE!!

I"ll be as brave as a Samurai,

and protect our people and the sea
turtles of the Pacific Ocean!!

KiREET LT A,
BFRLVw-oT
The president and the

Samurai have nothing
. to do with each other.

HARDOY L J A BMEKXF S
BbbAL—. 2¥=ik
You really like
Japanese Samurai
. _movies, Tagima.

Azhz! FYVD

FATVWBHE-T - Zo k-

Eﬁ“ﬁ:ak?d X EXEBOHIL
ey, what kind o Well--- | guess the sky

place do you live WA
in Chizuru? is kind of square...

e

=

Z 1?
Whaaaatt!?

fAzh
VOAYAYAS

! *L@EA"CM‘%EI What does

?
, Thecity I livein.. }-\hlﬁlr-inp?ﬁ/r-{'
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EI3LI:D? 7T v
What's up, Atoru?

Vv
Hey,Rin

BIARZHIC
HMoeTh
¥ Tell Mum what
5 I'mabouttosay.
3 it

RICEIEDbo T2,
The wind suddenly changed.

ETHREVEDIEKS-
A very big storm
is coming...

THVDE- L
What Atoru said
soon became real...




%LLT;I‘EIEﬂIl/'U"f7EI/(?ﬂ' ﬁﬁl‘)m

A developed tropical cyclone hit the island for
several days, bringing winds and heavy rain

i%’(""’a‘:%a)iiﬂk*ﬁ%ti L’Z Lib‘%’ﬂéﬂﬂ

The wind seemed to blow, the 'sky away in a circle

4
z

Ny EDEL LS LRI ERERIL

The rain looked like an overturned bucket that melted the scenery

BlIKiiE LI EHE<RR=ER LI

The sea water level rose and eroded white beach without mercy.
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FERUVELEAREGRIE

IR R L h AL
BEOALBELE |
iSome people said that global 8
warming was the cause of thel
extreme weather,that is A
getting worse every year.




+ CARLEERDITTL,
TOAT P : Wooglete

I"'m sorry Atoru..

BADHICH LN T :

At a time like this...lcan’t £

do anything-- I don’ t
have anything---

-

FINEELT
Chizuru Give me
. your hands.

LIAD
E0mo < ERoanan
: This music box is a
Keepsake of my |
late father. i

. CALRKELRY
bHLRBVEK

| ca- | can't take such
an important thing!

yw\/vff‘ i e
BlIlF-o-TTAHLY

It's ok, | want you -
to haveiit.

FYNMIRITD
TERSRADPRVS
It' s not that you can’t .
do anything, Chizuru.
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BROEIE-TY
ZOEREIZLDODI EENR VT
wT b ENTOLWY

When you go back to

our own Country

as |OI’\P as you remember us and
a

. thisis

FYNBETBISRKIZE &3
RIcHHBIT2bo L VWG
LT32bH
We'll make it a better place,
when you come back to this
island again Chizuru.

RT3 &

| promise.

hi-bh BEEESREOA.
TRIVEBIEEE <
BRNNA—T—EBELT<hE

On our last day on the island,
Atoru and everyone held us
a small farewell party.

Rk
EDEETZINETS T
Ehofeldd Lol

. When they should have been
5 % bust rebuilding the island.

nd, that’s all that matters.  _

ZDANVIT— NI
#o 0RO
This music box is
aremembrance of
our friendship.

1&‘90)1% L'é’c‘:ﬁ'l?’érﬁ] (;’E L%

I will never forget thelr kindness
and toughness in moving forward.




e
TN BB DD, S EiiEaRE A
ZhZThhESIBFAC. And with that, we vowed to
BRTCEDPNBTLERSSIS see each othere again. '
We'can start with'small goals
so let’s do what we'can :
where we are.

g/ZRIVDZE) E,l Z2)=1

el Hj""lﬂ:'(@w«“““ ,

The'?ound of Atoru S Music box

a-
*Lb‘iihtlﬁb\ﬁ:&
& k/ 7RIV EH LB WEBICED LB
SERBICBEN TV TEED O TLS: -
B The square sky where | was born, and

¥ the island in the round sea where
= Atoru and his friends are connected

-

uo matter how far... £

icqw@vtowzzﬁ&tca)r =&

We are one family,in the Pacific Ocean.
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